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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 9-12, 14-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Buxton (3,615,1 18). Buxton discloses the use of an aircraft passenger seat (figure 1), 
comprising a seat part and a backrest (51,61) extending from said seat part and having 
a support structure and backrest cushioning (52,62) bearing on said support structure; a 
tray table (72) coupled to said support structure and foldable between a stored position 
(figure 1) on a back of said support structure and a use position (figure 2) away from 
said back of said support structure; and a pocket receptacle (63) on said back of said 
support structure for holding utensils (knife fork and spoons), printed materials and 
travel accessories, said receptacle being a cavity (located in 63 and the space behind 
seat back 61 ,51 ) extending in said support structure at least partially between said tray 
table in the stored position (moving from the front of the seat toward the rear, the cavity 
is between the two as claimed) and said backrest cushioning (51,61) and having a main 
opening (define by the opening the receptacle) for introducing objects into said cavity, 
said main opening being open and exposed when said tray table is in the stored 
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position; tray table remaining outside the cavity in the stored position, (figure 2 shows 
the tray table in the stored position and the main opening being open). 

3. In regards to claim 1 0, wherein the backrest (51 ,61 ) is extendable in an upright 
position (figures 1-2) having a main direction oriented in a vertical direction; said cavity 
extends from an area adjacent a top edge of said support structure to a structure 
element forming a bottom (locate at the bottom portion of 63) of said receptacle and 
located within a surface area of said tray table in the stored position; the top edge of the 
support structure and the bottom of the receptacle are defined relative to said vertical 
direction. 

4. In regards to claim 1 1 , the main opening is adjacent said top edge of said 
support structure and opens in a back direction (when the user opens the structure 
element) away from said backrest cushioning (52, 62). 

5. In regards to claim 12, a plate (back portion of 61 , behind 74) extends between 
two side edges of said support structure and in the vertical direction, above said 
structure element, and forms a rear wall of said receptacle. 

6. In regards to claim 14, plate supports a latch (74) for fixing said tray table in the 
stored position, the latch being supported on the plate in the stored and use position of 
the tray table, see figure 2). 

7. In regards to claim 15, an elongated bottom (located on 57 and under elements 
66opening extends between said structure element and said plate. 

8. In regards to claim 16, a lip (57) on an edge thereof bordering said bottom 
opening and projecting into an inside width of said bottom opening. 
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9. In regards to claim 17, tray table (74) comprises a face facing said cavity in the 
stored position; and said main opening allows removal of items stored in said cavity in a 
direction parallel to said face in the stored position of said tray table, see figure 2. 

1 0. In regards to claim 18, backrest (51 ,61 ) comprises a backrest supporting face for 
supporting a user's back; said backrest has at least an upright position in which said 
backrest has a main direction oriented vertical direction; a wall piece spaced in direction 
perpendicular to the backrest supporting face; from a rear wall of said support structure 
bearing said backrest cushioning (52,62) to form a hollow space forming said cavity; 
and wall piece and rear wall being from the tray table, the tray table abutting on the wall 
piece in the stored position; said tray table in the stored position has relative to the 
vertical direction; top edge below a top edge of said wall piece. 

11. In regards to claim 19, a latch (74) for fixing said tray table in the stored position 
is mounted on a rear side of said wall piece, see figure 2. 

12. In regards to claim 20, backrest has at least an upright position in which said 
backrest has a main direction oriented in a vertical direction; and a latch (74) for fixing 
said tray table (72) in the stored position is, relative to the vertical direction mounted 
below said main opening. 

1 3. In regards to claim 21 , wherein said upper edge of said wall piece defines said 
main opening; and a latch (74) for fixing said tray table in the stored position is mounted 
below said upper edge of said wall piece. 

14. In regards to claim 22, an aircraft passenger seat (figure 1), comprising a seat 
part; a backrest (51 ,61) extending from said seat part and having a front surface facing 
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said seat part and a rear surface remote from and facing oppositely from said front 
surface; a support structure on said rear surface defining a cavity (located in 63 and the 
space behind seat back 61 ,51 ) on said rear surface and having laterally spaced side 
portions; a plate (located at a portion behind 74) extending between said side portions 
and spaced from said rear surface defining a receptacle (located inside 58 an d63) 
there between, said plate having a top edge defining a main opening for inserting items 
(59,66) into and retrieving items from said receptacle and having a bottom edge spaced 
from said top edge; a structure element extending between said side portions spaced 
from said top edge, adjacent said bottom edge and forming a bottom of said receptacle; 
and a tray table (72) mounted on said rear surface for movement between a stored 
position overlying a rear, outer surface of said plate and a use position spaced from said 
backrest (51 ,61 ), said tray table having an upper edge in said stored position located 
below said top edge of said plate maintaining said main opening unobstructed in the 
stored position of said tray table. 

15. In regards to claim 23, wherein a latch (74) for securing said tray table in the 
stored position is mounted on said plate between said top edge and said bottom edge. 

16. In regards to claim 24, wherein said latch is adjacent said top edge. 

17. In regards to claim 25, wherein said tray table (72) is pivotally coupled to said 
support structure, figure 2. 

18. In regards to claim 26, wherein said plate has a bottom opening adjacent said 
bottom edge. 
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19. In regards to claim 27, wherein said tray table is distinct from said support 
structure. 

20. In regards to claim 28, wherein said plate (located behind 74) is fixedly 
connected to said support structure. 

21 . In regards to claim 29, wherein said backrest (51 ,61 ) has at least an upright 
position (figure 1) in which said backrest has a main direction oriented in a vertical 
direction; said backrest has an upper half and a lower half relative to the vertical 
direction; and said main opening (located inside 63) is placed in said upper half. 

22. In regards to claim 30, wherein said main opening is placed at a top of the cavity 
relative to the vertical direction. 

23. In regards to claim 31 , wherein said backrest (51 ,61 ) has at least an upright 
position in which said backrest has a main direction oriented in a vertical direction; and 
relative to the vertical direction, said main opening is placed above a top edge of said 
tray table (72) in the stored position (figure 2). 

24. In regards to claim 32, wherein the utensils (knife, fork, spoon) are maintained in 
the receptacle when said tray table is in the use position. 

25. In regards to claim 33, wherein said backrest comprises a backrest supporting 
face (located on the back cushion) for supporting a user's back; and said receptacle is, 
relative to a direction perpendicular to the backrest supporting face, at least partially 
covered by said tray table in the stored position. 
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26. In regards to claim 34, wherein said cavity is formed by at least four wall parts 
(top, bottom, sides of the backrest portion) that adjoin each other, are distinct from said 
tray table and face each other by pairs. 

27. In regards to claim 35, wherein said main opening of said cavity is formed by said 
top edge of said wall piece. 

28. In regards to claim 36, wherein said latch extends over said top edge of said tray 
table in the stored position. 

29. In regards to claim 37, a seat part; a backrest (51 ,61) extending from said seat 
part and having a support structure (back portion of the seat back) and backrest 
cushioning (62,52) bearing on said support structure, said backrest including a backrest 
supporting face for supporting a user's back and having at least an upright position in 
which said backrest has a main direction oriented in a vertical direction; a tray table (72) 
coupled to said support structure and foldable between a stored position (figure 1) on a 
back of said support structure and a use position away from said back of said support 
structure; a pocket receptacle (located on 63) on said back of said support structure for 
holding utensils (forks and knifes etc.), printed materials and travel accessories, said 
receptacle being a cavity (located between 63 and 72) extending in said support 
structure at least partially between said tray table in the stored position and said 
backrest cushioning (62,52) and having a main opening for introducing objects into said 
cavity, said main opening being open and exposed when said tray table is in the stored 
position, said tray table remaining outside said cavity in the stored position (figure 2); a 
wall piece spaced in a direction perpendicular to said backrest supporting face from a 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,218 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3636 

rear wall of said support structure to form a hollow space (located in 63) forming said 
cavity, said wall piece and said rear wall being distinct from the tray table, said tray table 
in the stored position has, relative to the vertical direction, a top edge below a top edge 
of said wall piece, said tray table in the stored position abutting on said wall piece, said 
main opening of said cavity being formed by said top edge of said wall piece; and 
a latch (74) fixing said tray table in the stored position, and being relative to the vertical 
direction, mounted below said main opening. 

30. In regards to claim 38, wherein said latch (74) extends over said top edge of said 
tray table in the stored position. 

31. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

32. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

33. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Buxton 
in view of Dixon (5,507,556). Buxton fails to show the use of the support structure 
receives a display screen integrated therein. 

34. Dixon teaches the use of a support structure receives a display screen (20). 

35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the support structure with a display screen as taught by Dixon, in 
order to provide information and entertainment for the occupant. 
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Response to Arguments 

36. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-38 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERIKA GARRETT whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-6859. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:30 
a.m. -6:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on 571-272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/DAVID DUNN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3636 



